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California Water Plan Update 2009California Water Plan Update 2009  
Managing for SustainabilityManaging for Sustainability  

  
 Assign greater value to Assign greater value to sustainable sustainable 

outcomesoutcomes  than water supply extractionthan water supply extraction  

 Future scenariosFuture scenarios  to consider uncertainty, to consider uncertainty, 
risk & resource sustainability in water & risk & resource sustainability in water & 
flood planningflood planning  

 Showcase SWRRShowcase SWRR  
 Mission, history & activitiesMission, history & activities  

 4 Sustainability Principles4 Sustainability Principles  

 14 Sustainability Indicators14 Sustainability Indicators  

 California examplesCalifornia examples  
 Strategic Growth CouncilStrategic Growth Council  

 ACWA Sustainability Policy PrinciplesACWA Sustainability Policy Principles  

  



Update 2013 
Sustainability Indicators Framework 
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California Water Plan Update 2018 
Highlights 

 Operational definition of 
 sustainability  

 CA Water Today 
 -- challenges & drivers 

 Actionable recommendations  

 NEW -- Implementation Plan 
 & Funding Options 

 NEW -- Annual Reports to track 
 progress & adapt 
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California Water Plan Update 2018 
Key Messages 

 Water challenges are threatening Californians well-being 

 

 Update 2018 has a shared vision for California’s water future 

 

 Bold action will overcome critical (& systemic) challenges 

 

 Sufficient and stable funding needed for sustainability 

 

 California’s values - a common aspiration for water sustainability 

 

 The Way Forward – everyone has a role to play 5 



California’s Water Management 
A Tale of Two Extremes 



Water Challenges Threaten the People 
 and Ecosystems of California 

 Greater Drought Impacts - Unreliable 
Water Supplies 

 Increasing Flood Risk 

 Groundwater Depletion & Subsidence 

 Degraded Water Quality  

 Declining Environmental Conditions 

 Aging Infrastructure 

 Climate Change Impacts  
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Systemic Challenges - Root Cause of Others 
Overcoming them Increases Return on Investment 

 Fragmented and uncoordinated 
decisions, initiatives & actions 

 Inconsistent, inflexible, & 
conflicting regulations 

 Insufficient capacity for 
data-driven decision-making 

 Insufficient & unstable funding 
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Reactive Management is Not Sustainable 

 

 

 
Repair  + 
 …aging infrastructure 

 Ration  +  
…in response to drought 

Regulate 
…to comply with statues &         

respond to droughts 

Sustainability 

Our historical focus on water management has been 
reactive and oriented to individual projects 
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Today’s Water Management System 
Focuses on Advocacies and Actions 
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Sustainability Requires : 

 Taking a Long View 

 Shared Intent & Outcomes 

 Agency Alignment 

 Balancing What Californians Value 

 Time and Commitment 
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Sustainability Requires a Long View 
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Update 2018 Shared Vision 

  All Californians are protected from health and safety 
threats and emergencies.  

  California’s economy is healthy and all Californians 
have opportunities for economic prosperity.  

  Ecosystems in the state are thriving.  

  All Californians have opportunities for 
enriching experiences. 
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Sustainability Requires 

Shared Intent & Outcomes 
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Update 2018 Goals to 
Overcome Challenges 

1. New/Modernized Infrastructure 
 & Restored Ecosystems 

2. Improved Alignment of Decisions, 
Initiatives & Actions 

3. Improved Regulatory Outcomes 

4. Informed & Adaptive Decision-Making 

5. Sufficient and Stable Funding 



Bold Action to  
Overcome Challenges 
 



Bold Action to  
Overcome Challenges (Continued) 

 



Sustainability Requires Alignment 

Multi-Sector 
Collaboration 

Multi-Discipline 
Planning 

Multi-Benefit 
Projects 

Multi-Fund 
Investments 



50-Year State 
Water Investment Plan 

 

• $80 Billion – State Cost Share for 
Local/Regional Green & Grey Infrastructure 
Projects (Capital/O&M) 

• $10 Billion – State Projects (Capital/O&M) 

• $3.4 Billion – Actions to overcome systemic 
challenges (root causes) 



Dynamically 
balancing four 
societal values 

 with 

equitable 
distribution of 

benefits and impacts 
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Sustainability Requires 

Balancing Values 



The Sustainability Outlook 
Demonstrates Return on Investment 

Public 

Health & 

Safety 

Sample Societal 
Value 

Sample Intended 
Outcome 

An adequate water 

supply for domestic 

needs, sanitation, and 

fire suppression 

Sample Sustainability 
Indicator 

Number of public water 

systems (population 

served) not in compliance 

with drinking water 

standards 
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Update 2018 Watershed-Scale Pilots 
Statewide is Aggregate of Regional Sustainability 

 Refining Sustainability Outlook for local application 
– Proof of concept & scalability of indicators 

– Local/regional perspectives on impediments to sustainability 

– Place-based solutions for governance, regulations & funding 

 

 Initiated pilot projects in partnership with:  
– California Forward 

– Pacific Institute 

– Water Foundation 

– Sonoma County Water Agency 

– Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority 
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Informed and Adaptive Management 
Brings Vision to Fruition 
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Sustainability Requires Time & Commitment 
It is a Journey, not a Destination 
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Update 2018 Sets the Stage for a More Effective Long-Term Adaptation 



25 

Ways to Access Water Plan Information 

 Visit the Water Plan Web Portal 

 Subscribe to Water Plan eNews 
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Questions & Comments 

Kamyar Guivetchi, PE 

Statewide Integrated Water Management 

CA Department Water Resources 

 

kamyar.guivetchi@water.ca.gov 


